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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in CANADA 2,434,820 on 07/09/2003. It is noted, however, that 
applicant has not filed a certified copy of the CANADA 2,434,820 application as required 
by 35 U.S.C. 119(b). 

C/a/m Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(aj A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-10 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Freeland, U.S. Pub No. 2002/0169640 (reference A in attached PTO- 
892) in view of Green et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,041,310 (reference B in attached PTO- 
892). 

4. As per claim 1 , Freeland teaches a scheme for facilitating a transaction involving 
a used motor vehicle including: 

providing a market in which a plurality of used motor vehicles are adapted to be 
displayed to a potential buyer (see paragraph [0007]); 
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providing the resources associated with the market for the buyer to have the 
selected vehicle inspected for mechanical fitness (see Fig. 2; paragraph [0021], [0035]- 
[0041]); 

providing the means associated with the market for the buyer to obtain 
information pertaining to the ownership of and any liens against the selected vehicle 
[see Fig. 5; paragraph [0012], [0046]- [0048]); and 

providing the resources associated with the market for the buyer to obtain a 
license for the selected vehicle in the jurisdiction in which the market is located (see 
page 7, claim 4; page 8, claim 13). 

Freeland does not teach providing the resources associated with the market for 
the buyer to test-drive a selected vehicle . 

Green et al. teach providing the resources associated with the market for the 
buyer to test-drive a selected vehicle (see Fig. 14, step 142). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to providing the resources associated with the market for 
the buyer to test-drive a selected vehicle of Freeland because Green et al. teach 
providing the resources associated with the market for the buyer to test-drive a selected 
vehicle would enable buyer to make decision on selected vehicle (Green et al., column 
12, lines 36-37). 

5. As per claim 2, Freeland et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Freeland 
further teaches the scheme including: 
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providing the resources associated with the market for the buyer to arrange the 
financial aspects of the transaction (see Fig. 6; paragraph [0050]); and 

Freeland does not teach providing the resources associated with the market for 
the buyer to arrange insurance to cover the selected vehicle . 

Green et al. teach providing the resources associated with the market for the 
buyer to arrange insurance to cover the selected vehicle (see Fig. 1 , Finance & 
Insurance (500); column 3, lines 30-35). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include providing the resources associated with the 
market for the buyer to arrange insurance to cover the selected vehicle of Freeland 
because Green et al. teach providing the resources associated with the market for the 
buyer to arrange insurance to cover the selected vehicle would enable to determine 
exactly monthly payment for purchase of an automobile from selected inventory (Green 
et al., column 3, lines 30-35). 

6. As per claim 4, Freeland et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Freeland 
further teaches the scheme including 

providing the resources at the market for the buyer to arrange a loan to cover the 
whole or part of the purchase price of the selected vehicle (see Fig. 6, paragraph 
[0090]; page 7-8, claim 10). 

7. As per claim 5, Freeland et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Freeland 
further teaches the scheme including: 
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Freeland does not teach providing the resources at the market for the buyer to 
arrange insurance to cover the selected vehicle . 

Green et al. teach providing the resources at the market for the buyer to arrange 
insurance to cover the selected vehicle (see Fig. 1 , Finance & Insurance (500); column 
3, lines 30-35). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include providing the resources at the market for the 
buyer to arrange insurance to cover the selected vehicle of Freeland because Green et 
al. teach providing the resources at the market for the buyer to arrange insurance to 
cover the selected vehicle would enable to determine exactly monthly payment for 
purchase of an automobile from selected inventory (Green et al., column 3, lines 30-35). 

8. As per claim 6, Freeland et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Freeland 
further teaches the scheme including: 

providing the resources associated with the market for the buyer to obtain 
information pertinent to the legal requirements for obtaining a license to operate the 
motor vehicle (see page 7, claim 4). 

9. As per claim 7, Freeland et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Freeland 
further teaches the scheme wherein 

said means for obtaining information pertaining to the ownership of and any liens 
against the selected vehicle includes terminal having a processor adapted to create a 
link between the terminal and a storage device containing information pertaining to the 
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ownership of and any liens against the selected vehicle (see Fig. 5; paragraph [0046]- 
[0048]). 

10. As per claim 8, Freeland et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Freeland 
further teaches the scheme wherein the resources associated with the market for the 
buyer to have the selected vehicle inspected for mechanical fitness include 

a mechanic who receives no payment from the buyer and from a seller of the 
selected vehicle for carrying out the inspection (see paragraph [0040] and [0041]). 

11. As per claim 9, Freeland et al. teach claim 8 as described above. Freeland 
further teaches the scheme including: 

requiring the mechanic to do no work on the selected vehicle following the 
inspection (see Fig. 2; paragraph [0041] and [0042]). 

12. As per claim 10, Freeland et al. teach claim 8 as described above. 

Freeland does not teach said mechanic is paid by an operator of the market for 
carrying out the inspection. 

Green et al. teach said mechanic is paid by an operator of the market for carrying 
out the inspection (see column 6, lines 24-33). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include said mechanic is paid by an operator of the 
market for carrying out the inspection of Freeland because Freeland teaches that 
inspection should be neutral (Freeland, paragraph [0040]). 

13. As per claim 14, Freeland teach claim 1 as described above. Freeland further 
teach the scheme including: 
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charging a fee for space occupied by a motor vehicle at said market (see 
paragraph [0031]; [0083] and [0084]). 

14. As per claim 15, Freeland teach claim 1 as described above. Freeland further 
teach the scheme including: 

charging a fee for admission to said market (see paragraph [0061] to [0067]). 

15. As per claim 16, Freeland teach claim 1 as described above. Freeland further 
teach the scheme including: 

charging a fee on each transaction involving a motor vehicle (see paragraphs 
[0061] to [0067] and paragraph [0083] to [0089]). 

16. As per claim 17, Freeland teach claim 1 as described above. Freeland further 
teaches the scheme including: 

providing the resources associated with the market to carry out an exhaust 
emission test on the selected vehicle (see Fig. 1 and 2; paragraph [0031], [0036], [0039] 
and [0041]; the Examiner interprets inspection and mechanical examination of acquired 
vehicles include emission test which is required by state law for resale of used 
vehicles). 

17. Claims 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Freeland, U.S. Pub No. 2002/0169640 (reference A in PTO-892) in view of Green et aL, 
U.S. Patent No. 6,041,310 (reference B in attached PTO-892) further in view of 
Cauchon et al. (reference C in attached PTO-892). 
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18. As per claim 3, Freeland in view of Green et al. teach claim 2 as described 
above. 

Freeland in view of Green et al. do not teach providing the resources associated 
with the market for the buyer to obtain legal advice concerning the transaction . 

Cauchon et al. teach providing the resources associated with the market for the 
buyer to obtain legal advice concerning the transaction (see Fig. 6 and Fig. 7). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include providing the resources associated with the 
market for the buyer to obtain legal advice concerning the transaction of Freeland in 
view of Green et al. because Cauchon et al. teach incorporating above features would 
provide effective and accurate information or advice about everyday legal problem and 
enable to confront them (Cauchon et al, paragraph [0005]). 

19. Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Green et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,041,310 (reference B in attached PTO-892) in view of 
Freeland U.S. Pub No. 2002/0169640 (reference A in attached PTO-892). 

20. As per claim 1 1 , Green et al. teach a scheme for facilitating the arranging of a 
lease involving a used motor vehicle (see column 1, lines 17-19) including: 

providing a market in which a plurality of used motor vehicles are adapted to be 
displayed to a potential lessee (see column 1, lines 23-26; Fig. 7, column 8, lines 16- 
48); 
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providing the resources at the market for the lessee to test-drive a selected 
vehicle (see Fig. 14, column 12, lines 14-15; Table 11); 

providing the resources at the market for the lessee to have the selected vehicle 
inspected for mechanical fitness (see Fig. 1, Check-in system (18); column 6, lines 24- 

33); 

providing the resources at the market for the lessee to obtain an explanation of 
the contents of a lease under which the lessee would have the use of the selected 
vehicle for a specified time (see Fig. 1 1 , step 308; Fig. 14, step 146); and 

Green et al. do not teach providing the resources at the market for the lessee to 
obtain a license plate for the selected vehicle . 

Freeland teaches providing the resources at the market for the lessee to obtain a 
license plate for the selected vehicle (see Fig. 4, Transfer Title, Transfer Registration or 
apply for New Plate and Registration (issue Temporary Plate)). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the resources at the market for the lessee to 
obtain a license plate for the selected vehicle of Green et al. because Freeland teaches 
that providing the resources at the market for the lessee to obtain a license plate for the 
selected vehicle would maximizes the value of titled asset and enables a buyer and 
seller to safely complete the transaction (see Freeland, paragraph [0012]). 
21 . As per claim 12, Green et al. teach claim 1 1 as described above. Green et al. 
further teach the scheme including: 
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providing the resources at the market for the lessee to arrange insurance to 
cover the selected vehicle (see Fig. 1 , Finance & Insurance (500); column 3, lines 30- 

35). 

22. As per claim 1 3, Green et al. teach claim 1 1 as described above. 

Green et al. do not teach providing a terminal at the market for receiving inquiries 
bv a lessee for information pertaining to the ownership of and any liens against the 
selected vehicle and for displaying responses thereto, the terminal having a processor 
adapted to create a link between the terminal and a storage device containing said 
information . 

Freeland teaches providing a terminal at the market for receiving inquiries by a 
lessee for information pertaining to the ownership of and any liens against the selected 
vehicle and for displaying responses thereto, the terminal having a processor adapted 
to create a link between the terminal and a storage device containing said information 
(see Fig. 5; paragraph [0046] to [0048]). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to providing a terminal at the market for receiving inquiries 
by a lessee for information pertaining to the ownership of and any liens against the 
selected vehicle and for displaying responses thereto, the terminal having a processor 
adapted to create a link between the terminal and a storage device containing said 
information of Green et al. because Freeland teaches incorporating above features 
would maximizes the value of titled asset and enables a buyer and seller to safely 
complete the transaction (see Freeland, paragraph [0012]). 
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Conclusion 

23. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosures. The following are pertinent to current invention, though not 
relied upon: 

Berent et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,774,873) teach electronic on-line motor vehicle 
auction and information system 

Defrancesco et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,181,427) teach automated credit 
application. 

Ellenson et al. (U.S. Pub No. 2005//01081 12) teach system and method for 
facilitating the real-time pricing, sale and appraisal of used vehicles. 

Ertle (U.S. Pub No. 2004/0068442) teaches method and system of locating and 
selling pre-owned vehicles. 

Nelson (U.S. Patent No. 6,922,674) teaches computer implemented purchasing 
system with aftermarket product display. 

Raine (U.S. Patent No. 7,228,298) teaches apparatus and method for perusing 
selected vehicle having a clean title history. 

Shishido (U.S. Patent No. 6,772,145) teaches search method in a used car 
search support system. 

Shishido. (U.S. Patent No. 7,184,974) teaches online used car information 
search method, program, and device. 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,954 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3691 

Stiberman (U.S. Pub No. 2002/0099618) teach vehicle lease exchange method 
and system. 

Wakabayashi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,028,002) teach car sale information 
providing system and method , and car dealing system. 

Wolfe et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,282,517) teach real time communication of 
purchase requests. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bijendra K. Shrestha whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1374. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM-4:30PM (Monday- 
Friday); 2nd Friday OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571 ) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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supeSL^fwent examiner 



